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 uliBomb
Being Built

‘One Weapon Can Hit:;
*: Targets Hundreds.
i, Of Miles Apart
‘ By George C. Wilson
i Washington Post Btaff Writer -
The United States knows
how to use a single missile
to destroy several different
cities or military bases
spaced. hundreds ;of miles

/

“icomparing U.§. and

1

" MIRV - also, calls for a “new]
math” in missile counting. It|
is no sceret that the U.S. stra-|
tegie missile force is sct at]
1000 Minutemar} and 54 Titan!
TCBMs backed up by 4l sub-
amarines, each caveying 1f t'o-;
;,]a.x'is type missiles, :
1" But with the new Minuteman:
jand Poseidon: missiles carry-!
ing a number of warheads, {he,
old missile count just covers:
the launching vehicle—not the
bombs, . | ’

This is why NleNamara said
in his annual military budget,
statement last {yweek that in!
Soviet'
Imissile strengtl} “it is not thel

“inumber of migsiles -which Is:

acter of the |payloads they
carry; .the migsile is simply
Ithe delivery vehicle” ‘
He also sald| the Pentagon,
planned to spehd $400 million
on the improyed version of

inmportant, but‘]"athcr the char-:

apart. : ) IMinuteman to pounter “a pos-|
This is one of the major butisible stiong Spviet ABM de-
unspoken rcasons why Secre-|fense . . .” Theg Defense Scer
tary of Defense Robert 8. Me- 1o1 -7y gaid ft"{vquld Cost the
Nfamara wants to rely on such g vidts  “many| times. more™
offensive weapons rather than . -“tne & illion to up-L __ . Y
jbuild an ;mti-missile_defense.,-_g;zge_ﬂége;;mger:#s;g toostolp;experts “believe “the . vresent|
The new missile teChniq“e'Minutemanffu, : C ‘concrete silos gncasm;.‘..Mmt-;
revitalizes the “massive retali- gimilarly, -McNamara' said! uteman and Titan }?”: ,4_.110 !
ation” policy of the Eisen-'ih, Pentagon planned m‘-ienough._, The encmy hasg thmne:

C}fhower years and changes the shend $3.3 ‘billioh to build 1o target’ them accuratcly, be,

way of figuring how strong, ; issilos and.install cause they do not move. ° |
the United States is comparedi e er com I osed num. _ [ Minuteman . and, * ita%,
to the Soviet Union, ber of nitliclear submarines. OF missiles were knocked osiv t ej
: A . o : e iy » O vriited ‘States would rely ong
Curtain Lifted this total,-$900,.million s in yompers and Polaris missiles;
. The . technique is called |the Fiscal. 1968 budget.” for its ¢.aterattack.. But
‘MIRV-—an. abbreviation for

This.:proposed.. outlay for gome weapons experts fecl
Multiple - Individually-target-{defense = penetrating Minute- ¢ht this might not assure the
man .- and, Poscidon missiles|game -kind of accuracy s

able Reentry . Vehicle. The Y i1 -
Y comes 10-$3.7 billion—as much ! pMinuteman 'In case the polit-:

term is considered highly sec-

ret in the Pentagon. - |as the Pentagon ‘,'estrimat‘tes‘f‘i,t;
.. But U.S. officials themselves would f.‘;:;?Stff'?Q- build. a d,t h,:g r
lifted -the curtain recently by m1ssxlei: de cnse ;Irggn Lo t,_e
confirming that the Minute- United.'_sf,_ates,: MC a‘r.vx.mra ESJH
man 3 and Poseidon missiles mates- i quld-}f“.qs@-'$'3'§[?bl'-7'l
will' carry multiple warheads, 1on. 10 uild antaustere de-
This let the cat out of thej261°€ " ga};‘nst.‘_,}leg‘l .Ch mese,\
'bag for Soviet missile experts, missiles. " .
who have been reading about ORWARES
MIRV contracts in the trade Spend the Pentagon's moncy
press. It did not, however, telll gram:txzeisn tR’LGIIf%fm;nlc\l,’[cytixTx:
Ty s ; iha ATa N3s - I

the *American public why the‘penetration aids to keep. the

multiple-wachead techni
50 si;,}nificalllt. el isi‘U-S-”OffcnSé ahead. of any Rus-,
- ivgian defense,’ . i s

¢ With MIRV, a single m\issjlui Im‘thcr'throu:gh. a '§cg1'ct study
.can carry several small hydre' called Strat X, This is a-group
‘gen bombs, each aimed at g of engincers and. other:wea|
{different target. This . talked pons, specialists “working.. on
precise, complicated guidance the problem of ~where. the:
‘ i-—-—now lechnologically within Unlted States. should 'g0. ,'-‘C?Ft]
reach. BT ' 4 in strategle ."mzssxlc‘..:."l_hcn"
s Using MIRV, a missile bes headquarters is the Institute
‘T‘comes much like the strategic for Delense -Aualyzes' in 131
- ibombers of .the- massive re- lington. Lol R
ftaliation - era, It can dump itss A major concern is how 4o

Carrics Several Bombs i But he' is 1h'e'dg'h;z-- his ‘bet

ical decision at that momenti

was to hit only military bases

—not eities, =~ " :

*'The Strat X recommenda- Soviet '(eédc;'ship‘is split,“also,;

tions could start the Unlted
States developing a brand new

DTy e type of missile or Just jmprov-
This . choice: of ~where~ 10 ing on the present family.

Much will depend on the prog-
ress in  reaching an &rms
agreement  with the .quiet_
Union. : : ‘
There is moncy in the Fen-
tagon's new hudget for a start
on a new ICBM—another ex-
ample of MceNamara's stress
on offense.

The next few months will
tell whether Congress, which

lyoted last year for a faster

can be convinced that MIRYV
and ' other penetration tech-
fiques make an antimissile
system, a poor investmoent.' .

pace on the Nike X missile’”

on the offense vs. defense
question, ' Soviet Defense Min-

ister Rodion Malinovsky, in
an article in the journal,
“Kommunist,” wrote recenily
that “paramount allention. is

ment ol strategic rocket fovees
and of nuclead armed submas
rines which have {he means
to doter an aggressor and' Lo
decisively destroy him 'y, M

Sovict missile defense system
being installed, an omission

being given to the develops

Thore was no mention of the

which some Washington Krem-.

linologists found significant.

defense for the United States;

load of bombs on one target or, protect U.S. missiles from . a

Ait several. "’
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v first”ystrikey,  Some. weapons |~ There, is, evidence that the,
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